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Some of you will recall that usually, I
write about the annual “debate” about
whether we should keep getting a real
holiday tree or get a fake one, with me
leading the charge against plastic pine.

At least I am hoping like crazy that
you remember this becausemy horrible
memory has become a major player in
the yearly fight (might as well call it
what it is) over the tree.

This is the backstory:We had a series
of unfortunate episodes with trees that
we’d chopped down, including one that
appeared to be suicidal. Every time we
thoughtwehad it securely in the stand, it
threw itself to the floor as if to say: “Just
go ahead and put me out of mymisery.”

If my husband were writing his ver-
sion, he’d say that “we” never chopped
down anything. That “he” always did the
chopping and the dragging in the freez-
ing weather while I sauntered around
choosing the “perfect” specimen at the
Christmas tree farm.

Buthe isnotwriting this.Sodisregard
his whining if it all possible.

Besides, I do not saunter, as anyone
whoknowsmewill tell you. Imaymarch
around likeMissBossPants. But I do not
saunter.

Anyway, it appears that after the holi-
days last year, Iwas overcomewith guilt

Tree war’s first
skirmish might
be a stalemate

See NORTON, Page 3G
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This photo from our region’s past is
the gatehouse to theWalterDieterich es-
tate inMillbrook, seenhere in in1924.Di-
eterich arrived in Millbrook in the late
19th century from Germany. He had an
acetelyne gas plant on the 2,000-acre
propertyandbroughtBlackForestpines
and German deer, along with foresters
and gamekeepers. From Italy, he
brought over masons to build the gate-
house and many other stone buildings.

If you have a snapshot from the past
you’d like to see in print, send it. Include
any information you have, as well as
your name, town and a phone number.

Send a copy if you can, because we
can’t guarantee the safety or return of
originals. Don’t send a copy made on a
copy machine.

Mail submissions to: Picture the Past,
Poughkeepsie Journal, 85 Civic Center
Plaza, Poughkeepsie, NY12601, or email
dradwin@poughkeepsiejournal.com.

We live in a mobile society, where
it’s common to spend significant time
away from home visiting the grand-
kids or escaping winter weather. New
Yorkers comprise the single largest
segment of Florida’s temporary resi-
dents,withmanyultimatelyrelocating
on a permanent basis. But those ad-
dress changes could complicate your
estate planning, long-term-care ar-
rangements and tax bill.

contained in living wills and health-
care proxies that were drafted in an-
other state. Banks could ignore direc-
tives from your designated financial
agent. And it could be devastating to
the financial security of loved ones to
discover that a relocation has ren-
dered your prior planning invalid.

If you have important ties to more
than one state, be sure your estate-
planning documents explicitly de-
scribe the situation. It’s also useful to
consult legalcounsel fromtherelevant
jurisdictions. That ensures that advan-
tageous differences in state law are

Ingeneral, ifyouspend183daysper
year in a state, its residency laws kick
in, so it’s important tokeep trackofcal-
endar days. And if you decide to move
permanently, you should check that
the legal documents framed in one
state will be recognized elsewhere.

Estate planning

The regulations governing trusts
and advance directives vary through-
out the country. Even a difference in
the number of witnesses required to
acknowledge adocument can render it
void. Doctors and hospitals have been
known to disregard the instructions

A lawyer can help you make sense of differing state laws and protect you from unintended consequences to your health care and
estate. GETTY IMAGES/COMSTOCK IMAGES

Spend time in 2 states?
Get informed on laws
Research can help avoid unwelcome surprises for you or your family

BERNARD A.
KROOKS
GUEST COLUMNIST

See KROOKS, Page 2G

FISHKILL WALK IN NOW OPEN ON SUNDAYS!

MON-FRI SAT SUN
FISHKILL

600 Westage Business
Center Drive, Fishkill

7:30am-7:00pm 8:00am-5:00pm 8:00am-5:00pm
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Mid Hudson Medical Group offers walk in hours for Children
and Adults in its Fishkill location, which now includes Sundays!

No Emergency Room Wait
Be seen in the comfort of your Doctor’s Office

State of the art facility with lab and x-ray capabilities
New Patients Welcome

www.midhudsonmedicalgroup.com 845-231-5600
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Dear Annie:When a child
dies in your family, the
world changes, and you
will never again be the
sameperson.Lifegoeson,
but priorities change, and
remembering the child
who has died is an impor-
tant way of traveling
through your grief jour-
ney to the other side. The
holidayseason isespecial-
ly difficult, as old tradi-
tions often give way to
new, more meaningful
traditions that help to re-
member the child, sibling
or grandchild who has
died.

That is why The Com-
passionate Friends creat-
ed the Worldwide Candle
Lighting.

The Compassionate
Friends is a national self-
help bereavement organi-
zation for families going
through the natural griev-
ing process after the
death of a child.

The Worldwide Candle
Lighting is held at 7 p.m.
local time on the second
Sunday inDecember.This
Dec. 9 marks the 16th
worldwide event. By
lighting at 7 p.m. local
time, candles first shine
an hour west of the Inter-
national Date Line and an
hour later in the next time
zone, creating a virtual
24-hour wave of light in
remembrance of all chil-
dren who have died, no
matter their age or coun-
try of origin.

Hundreds of services
open to the public will be
held throughout the day,
with services in every
state, as well as Washing-

ton, D.C., Puerto Rico and
Guam. We will be joined
by allied and sister or-
ganizations both at home
and abroad, with services
alsoheldby localbereave-
ment groups, churches,
funeral homes, hospitals,
hospices, children’s gar-
dens, schools, cemeteries
and community centers.

Anyone who is unable
toattendaservice is invit-
ed to light a candle in re-
membrance at 7 p.m. for
one hour wherever they
may be.

For more information
on this touching tribute,
please askyour readers to
visit The Compassionate
Friends at www.compas
sionatefriends.org or call
877-969-0010 toll-free. We
also invite your readers to
visit ourwebsite onDec. 9
and post a memorial mes-
sage in our online Re-
membrance Book.

We do this “that their
light may always shine!”

—Patricia Loder,
Executive Director, The

Compassionate Friends/USA
Dear Patricia Loder:

Thank you for giving us
the chance to once again
mention the Worldwide
Candle Lighting. This is a
wonderful opportunity
for thebereavedand their
friends and family mem-
bers to honor thememory
ofachildwhohasdiedand
to be part of a community
of others who are paying
tribute to their lovedones.
We hope our readers will
look at your website and
participate in this worth-
while event. (And as an
added precaution, please
do not leave your lighted
candle unattended.)

DearAnnie: I findmyself
in the sadandunfortunate
position of having a

daughterwhohasdecided
outofangertopreventmy
husband and me from
having any contact with
our 7-year-old grand-
daughter.

This seems tobeacom-
mon occurrence these
days.Myfriendsand fam-
ily tell us that we will
eventually hear from our
granddaughter when she
is older and out on her
own. I don’t know if this is
true.

Have any of your read-
ers been through this dif-
ficult situation and recon-
nected with their grand-
children after such a long
separation?

—Arizona Grandparents

Dear Arizona: We hope
so, and undoubtedly they
will write to tell us if this
has happened and offer
words of encouragement.
But in the meantime,

check with an attorney to
see whether your state
recognizes grandparents’
rights.

Also, if there is any-
thing you can do to repair
the relationshipwith your
daughter, please try. Es-
trangement isahighprice
to pay for angry disagree-
ments that could possibly
be resolved with apolo-
gies and tolerance. We
also hope you will look
into becoming foster
grandparents.

Annie’s Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar, veteran
editors of the Ann Land-
ers column. Please email
your questions to annies
mailbox@comcast.net., or
write to: Annie’s Mailbox,
care of Creators Syn-
dicate, 737 Third St.,
Hermosa Beach, CA
90254.

A day for families coping with death of a child
K. MITCHELL
& M. SUGAR
ANNIE’S MAILBOX

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY, DEC. 2:You are
loved, and people show you this in a big
way. Fresh vigor kicks off this eventful
year. This month, you’ll eject the per-
son, place or thing that is taking up too
much emotional space. Social horizons
broaden in January. Friends fix you up
with hot leads. Your love life will sizzle
on one of the best Valentine’s Days yet.
Aries and Scorpio people adore you.
Your lucky numbers are: 1, 3, 9, 16 and
40.

ARIES (March21-April19).Don’tgive
into the pressure to change. The person
pushing you doesn’t understand that
you still need nurturing and care.When
you’re ready to change, you won’t be
able to stop yourself from doing so.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). While
dealing with an authority figure, ignore
the minor mistakes. They will soon be
forgotten, and they don’t matter any-
way. Being the bigger person helps you
see the bigger picture.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Youmight
make a purchase if it costs less than the
amount in yourwallet. But if it requires
you togo to theATM,you’ll skip it.What
you want on impulse you devalue if you
take the time to think about it.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Don’t be
surprised if you’re suddenlywondering
how to make sultry eye contact or scin-
tillating small talk. These interests are
an outcropping of your broader interest
in getting a certain person’s undivided
attention.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It may take
two to tango, but each partner canwork
on the steps alone to get ready for the
next dance. Preparation is themagic in-
gredient that will make a relationship

work beautifully.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There are

things that look nice from the outside—
abeachhouse,marriage to royalty, a po-
ny — that are actually a lot more work
than appearances suggest. Right now
the fantasy is more enjoyable than the
reality would be.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).True friends
will reflect back to you your best qual-
ities. If you feel less wonderful about
yourself around a certain person, con-
sider that the person may not be a true
friend.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). At times
like now, inaction can be the most posi-
tiveandpowerful thing todo—or in this
case, tonot do.Becautious.Onlymakea
move ifyou feelundeniablydriven todo
so. Also, people will respect your deci-
sion not to decide.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21).Even
simple things can seem confounding
now. If you have amind full of question
marks, consider yourselfwise. Only the
very young and the very immature
think they know everything.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.19). People
have a tendency to be overly dramatic
anddragyou into it.Theonlypersonyou
shouldgetseriousaboutnowissomeone
who makes you laugh.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re
notexactlyworkingforasealofapprov-
al, but it still feels good to get one from
someone you admire. Self-acceptance
has a subtler benefit, but it lasts longer.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The per-
son whose opinion matters so much to
you will give up a stamp of approval.
Soon you’re on to bigger things — like
self-acceptance. Diversity keeps you
creative.

Write the astrologer, Holiday Mathis,
at Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd St.,
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 or at her
page at the website www.creators.com.

Don’t take action until
you’re sure, Scorpio

HOLIDAY
MATHIS
HOROSCOPE
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1585 Main St • Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 • (845) 635-2220
PVMill2@aol.com • www.pleasantvalleydepartmentstore.com

Clothing inspired by the great outdoorsClothing inspired by the great outdoors

585 M i St

ESTATE & FINE JEWELRY
J.E. HEATON JEWELERS
A different kind of jewelry store.
Consignment Services * On-site Jewelry Design & Repair

845.677.1500
3297 Franklin Avenue * Millbrook, New York 12545

www.jeheatonjewelers.com

Extended Holiday Hours - Open ‘til 7 on Fridays and Saturdays
Now through Christmas. Open Monday, December 24th.

PK-0000149101

Vincitore'sHudson Valley Piano Center LLC
est. 1946

748 Main St., Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

(845)-452-4990 1-800-303-8462

www.vincitorepiano.com
For all your piano needs!

Buy, Sell, Rent, Trade, Tune, Appraise,
Repair, Refinish, Rebuild, Move and
Learn to Play

New-Used
Acoustic & Digital
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We are Upscale Resale… Thrift with a Twist…

Previously loved items waiting to be loved again…

Vintage & Newer Home Decor…

Books, Toys, Jewelry, Furniture, Linens,

Clothing &More…

Unique Holiday Gifts for Everyone on your list…

Pay a fraction of what you pay in retail stores…

7730 South Main St. (Route 82), Pine Plains, NY 12567
845-514-4950 • Hours: Fri, Sat,Mon, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM

Sun, 12:00 PM-4:00 PM

Resale Shop…
Unique new & previously owned items…

Pass-It-On…

PK-0000158379

WWE HALL OF FAMER
SEAN MICHAELS

LIVE! SUNDAY 12/2 FROM
10:00AM TO 1:00PM!!

Blood Drive this Sunday the 2nd
from 9:00AM–2:00PM, donate
and you are eligible to win a

Home Entertainment System!!
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Market Hours 9am-5pm Saturday & Sunday

130 Salt Point Turkpike • Poughkeepsie, NY

(845) 483-1234 • visit us on www.HVMarket.com

Open All Year Round!
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WEEKEND INDOOR
MARKETPLACE

considered, and it’s less
likely that recent legisla-
tion will be overlooked.

Long-term care

Since Medicaid is of-
ten a major source of
funding for long-term
care, differing state
guidelines could compli-
cate a sudden, debilitat-
ing medical condition.
Eligibility requirements,
as well as covered ser-
vices, often vary. In a
previous column, I dis-
cussed “filial responsi-
bility” laws, which could
potentially hold adult
children responsible for
their parents’ expenses.
These are state-specific
andevolving, so lapses in

Medicaid coverage have
the potential to result in
big bills for the younger
generation. Work
through the scenarios
with certified elder-law
attorneys who can navi-
gate the Medicaid sys-
tems ofwhichever states
you or your parents are
likely to call home in lat-
er years.

Taxes

Another possibility is
that more than one state
will holdyou liable for in-
come or inheritance tax-
es. Residency audits are
increasingly common,
and New York is espe-
cially aggressive, with
taxpayers expected to
provide documentation
that establishes where
they’re spending their
time. Nor is that the sole
determinant. You must

take active steps to relin-
quish New York residen-
cy — possibly including
the sale of real estate —
in order to establish an-
other domicile.

For many couples,
second homes and fre-
quent travel represent a
lifetime’s hard work and
investment. With some
forethought, you can en-
sure that your chosen
lifestyle doesn’t have
costly, unintendedconse-
quences.

Bernard A. Krooks is
managing partner of the
law firm Littman Krooks
LLP (www.littman
krooks.com; 845-896-
1106), with offices in
Fishkill, White Plains
and Manhattan. His firm
collaborates with Solkoff
Legal, P.A., Delray
Beach, Fla., on dual-
residency issues.

It’s a good idea for people with dual residency to go over their estates with a lawyer to
closely examine the impact of both states’ laws. THINKSTOCK

Krooks
Continued from Page 1G
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