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in the U.S. are classified as having special
needs.
Nearly 22 percent of all households with

It is estimated that 14 percent of children

children have at least one child with special
needs, according to the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services,

Special education and early identifica-
tion are crucial to individual survival and
development.

“People with disablities are living lon-

ger now;” said Bernard A. Krooks, founding

partner of Littrnan Krooks L.L.P. in White
Plains, Fishkill and New York City; and past
president of the Special Needs Alliance.
“Years ago, if you had Down’s Syndrome
or another disability, you lived until 30 or 40.
Now, we see kids on the autism spectrum Liv-

' modlﬂamon cornponents to. introduce

ing normal, typical hfespans .
That lifespan has lengthened to
50 or 60, Krooks said. - - :
Modern medicine has play
have more advanced methods o
children and adults with special n
“Over the past 10’ y‘ears, : f

vices for the Mount Pléisa
District. “There has beeri

There are self- '1dvocacy and behmot

and schiopl systems in t'ransmon
prepare students for jobs:: .- s
The majority ‘of special n ds din;
rests on the sthool - districts, VSch]mp
but she lauded community pmershlps a8
an integral part of t.he Jomt wl!abor_ ve
equation.
Krooks, 2 board member of West'
Arc, an agency serving thase with dey op- -
mental disabilities and their farnilies,“has -
employed a wornan with adévelop
disability as an office assistant at lus la
for the past five years. :

Arcs programs. Krooks called Her, .a terr]ﬁc
employeé¢ who always comes m, sits own

“The mlsconceptlon is 0 :
person is different; but. they

- Krooks said. “] think that’s wha;ts great about

(Westchester) Arc and organlzauons ]Jke 1t

abled as a problem to salve, but rather
can they contribute to the community;



